Work release during disaster: a registered nurses' rights and responsibilities and employer guidelines.
Recent events of multiple federal, state and regional response teams has heightened the visibility of nurses as disaster team members. It is vital that nurses become knowledgeable and competent to participate as disaster and emergency team members. Nurses should possess knowledge and skills that assist the team response and recovery efforts. In times of disaster, whether from the pandemic influenza or a hurricane, nurses are responsible for safeguarding patients by caring for and advocating for their health and welfare. Employers of nurses and nurses have the responsibility to work collaboratively with governmental agencies and private industry for the overall good of the health of the community whenever large influxes of patients require care simultaneously.